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History Matters! 

  Newsletter of the Effingham County Cultural Center and 

Museum  

 
Effingham, Illinois 

         Volume 8, Issue 2 

            April - June, 2021 

 

__________________________________________________________________   
 

We've officially opened the doors! 

 
 

   

 
      Tuesday  
          &  

      Saturday 
    10AM - 2PM 
 

 
 
 

Effingham County Museum's Closure History 

 
The Museum opened as scheduled at the start of March 2020. 
 The first Covid-19 closure was triggered on March 16, 2020. 

The Museum reopened June 30, 2020. 
A second Covid-19 Closure was initiated Nov 9, 2020. 

The Museum remained officially closed through the end of Year 2020. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

      The Mission of the Effingham County Museum is to preserve our Historic Register 
structure, to collect artifacts from county history, and to use them to educate our local and 

external communities, while immersed in the broader context of American history. Our 
Vision is that the 1872 Effingham County Courthouse remains as an architectural gem 
that instills a sense of community pride and provides a venue to educate and showcase the 

history, art, and transportation of Effingham County.  The parent organization for the 
Effingham County Museum is the Effingham County Cultural Center and Museum 
Association, Inc, which is a 501(c) 3 organization.   

 

 
Usual hours March-December: Tuesday & Saturday:  10 AM - 2 PM  

Other hours by special arrangement 
Closed to the general public January-February, except for special programming 

or by appointment. 

 

The Museum officially reopened in May 2021. 

 
Accessibility 

The museum is wheelchair accessible from the east side entrance just off the parking lot.  Toilet 
facilities that are wheelchair accessible can be found in the Gallery 1 of the first level and in the 
Northwest corner of Level 2. 

  
Collection Building 

 
The scope of the Museum's collection is directed by its Mission Statement.  Donations are accepted 
of objects that relate directly to the Museum's mission of collecting materials and artifacts of 
cultural and/or historical interest. 
 

 Board and Officers 
 

 President      Delaine Donaldson 

 Vice President               Jane Ries 
 Secretary      LoElla Baker 

 Treasurer     Allen Westendorf 

 Members at Large    Jerry Katz    

       Amy Gillespie 

       Linda Ruholl 

       Phil Lewis       
          Dr. Ruben Boyajian, Emeritus 

       

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

 Street address:    110 East Jefferson Ave., Effingham, IL  
 Mailing address:    Effingham County Cultural Center and Museum 
     P.O. Box 324 
     Effingham, IL 62401 
 Phone:   217-240-2471 (leave message if no answer) 
 Editor email:    ecmgrantwriter14@gmail.com 
 Web site:   www.effinghamcountymuseum.org 
 Visit us on Facebook @: Effingham County Courthouse Effingham Ill 
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ANNOUNCING:  A NEW POLICY FOR 
COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT 

 
The ECM Board approved a new set of Collections Policies at the May 2021 
meeting. These policies address the Scope of the ECM's Collection, Acquisitions, 
Accessions, Special Collections, Deaccession and Disposition, Outgoing and 
Incoming Loans, Access and Use, Risk Management and Insurance.  Detailed 

information about our SCOPE OF COLLECTION and DONATIONS can be found on page 10. 
 
The complete set of policies is posted on the Museum web site:   www.effinghamcountymuseum.org. 
Anyone can request a PDF of these new policies.  Send your request to lruholl46@gmail.com. 
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Museum Page in Effingham Daily News         

 
     Even though the Museum has been closed for some time, your Board Members have 

been researching and writing about local history.  The MUSEUM PAGE articles published to 

date this year are listed below.  If you missed one of them, request a PDF copy from the 

newsletter editor. Email request to: lruholl46@gmail.com. Note the date and author in your 

request. 

DELAINE DONALDSON 

January 25:  History of Edgewood High School 

 Explains how this high school got its start in 1913-14.  A number of pictures 

 from the school's 1947 yearbook, which is in the Museum's collections. 

March 22: A Yearlong Celebration 

 Details of the 1883 World's Fair in Chicago, with emphasis on the part played 

 by women. Delaine explains Ada Kepley's public role in that era, along with 

 pictures of Museum artifacts connected to her life. 

PHIL LEWIS 

February 22:  History of Tombstones in America and Effingham Monument Works 

 A review of memorial types by material used and style.  Selections from Phil's 

 assortment of Effingham Monument Work's advertising, mostly in color. 

April 19: History of the Modern Woodsman of America 

 Includes the membership criteria for this group that got its start in Indiana in 

 1883. Phil shares pictures of the group's pins, as well as a brass belt buckle 

 he owns. 

JANE RIES 

January 11:  The Greatest Generation and Me 

 Profiles of several World War II veterans, including Cecil Prosser, Emmett 

 Poynter, John Kirby, and Charlie Harris.  Jane added two photographs of each 

 veteran. 

March 8: Two Excellent Country Schools in Effingham County 

 Carpenter School in Jackson Township and Plain Tree School in St. Francis 

 Township. Jane depicted a group of detailed photographs with the students 

 identified. 

LINDA RUHOLL 

February 8:  Healing Hearts: The Start of Intensive Care in Effingham County 

 Details the history of how ICU got started.  Linda supplied photographs of 

 people, equipment and the environment. 

April 5: Solving a Mystery: Death Certificates as a Family History Source 

 Explains how 3 local women came to be painted by a Chicago artist, & how 

family researchers can obtain a death certificate from the state genealogy group. 
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Some slices of local history are still available- 

 

And waiting for You! 

 
Claim your 

Remnant of the Old National Road 

 

 
 

$25.00 

 
Each paver contains this plaque, establishing its provenance: 
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Membership Report 
 

      The Museum Association has 271 paid up members as of May, 2021. The revenue 

associated with the membership drive is used for day-to-day needs (heat and AC, lights and 

light bulbs, ink cartridges and copy paper, for example). Exhibits are changed out and new 

labels and signs are constructed - dues money also helps to fund some of this cost. 

     In the interest of financial transparency, what follows is a synopsis of the revenue 

generated by the 2021 membership drive:  

 

 Dues Donations  

September 175.00 500.00  

October 4700.00 3460.00  

November 700.00 3085.35  

December 425.00 1275.00  

January 225.00 275.00  

February 125.00 0  

March 49.15 0  

April 75.00 25.00 GRAND TOTAL 

TOTALS 6474.15 8620.35 15094.50 

 

     It isn't too late to join. If you misplaced your membership mailing, or didn't receive one, 

here is the form: 
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NEW Exhibit for 2021 

 

On the podium -  west end of Level II 

  

A Lincoln era rocking chair  

             

 
 

      

 
      The rocking chair in this exhibit is similar to the one 

Lincoln was sitting in when he was assassinated while 

sitting in his box at Ford Theatre on the night of 14 April 

1865.   He did not die there, as his body was moved to a 

bed in a building nearby. 

      These rockers were very popular with the public during 

that 19th century era for two reasons: (1) they were 

designed to be comfortable for the lower back (2) they 

looked good in a parlor.  

     This specific rocker was donated to the Museum by Dr. 

Ken and Janice Gary.  It came close to being destroyed in 

the Chicago fire of 1871. The family buried it in their  

        backyard on the 4400 block of South Lawrence Street. 

      There are two layers of fabric.  The original was deteriorating, so in 1975 Dr. Gary had it 

covered over with a second layer of fabric that is similar to the original in color, design and texture.  

     The original rocker that Lincoln was sitting in on the night of 14 April 1865 is in the possession 

of the Henry Ford Museum at Dearborn, Michigan.  This exhibits fits in our Museum's Collection 

Plan under the themes of FAMILY and NATIONAL CONTEXT (Lincoln). 
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NEW Exhibits for 2021 

 
Remembering the Black Cat  

Billiards Hall 
 
This 1930s original sign is in the SE corner of Level II. 

The display case contains memorabilia from the 

business owners and the Coleman family.  The sign 

was donated recently by Judy Fuesting Jansen of 

Green Creek. This exhibit fits in our Museum 

Collection Plan under the themes of FAMILY and  

ECONOMICS. 

 

    1937 license issued to Jack Ealy  & Tuck Thoele 

      *********** 

      The Helen Lindley Watercolors 

This new display is on a poster board in the central area 

of Level II. The two paintings are the work of Helen 

Lindley, a 1930's water colorist.  Originally from 

Indianapolis, Helen came to the Chicago area after her 

marriage. Times were hard in the 1930s, and she made a 

living by doing sketches at a major Chicago department 

store.  Some of the sketches were finished as water colors, 

as was true of these two in 1931 and 1932. 

The women in the water colors are originally from 

Teutopolis, and are members of the Adam/Adams family.   

The paintings were donated recently by Kathleen Wall 

Dasenbrock, after extensive conservation work was done 

to re-mat them on acid-free paper, followed by framing 

under museum quality glass. This exhibit fits in the 

Museum's Collection Plan under the themes of FAMILY 

and PROFESSION (Artist). 
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Johnny Appleseed Tree ~ Progress Report 

 
The little apple tree shown to the left was planted on the 

Effingham County Museum lawn in October of 2017.   

 

These trees were made available to all 102 Illinois counties 

by the Illinois State Historical Society as a prelude to the 

Bicentennial Illinois celebration. Illinois became a state on 

3 December 1818. 

 

Johnny Appleseed is the name given to John Chapman, a 

pioneer who brought apple seeds to Illinois before it was a 

state. The last survivor of the trees he started was located 

at Algeo Farm in Ohio.  Guy Sternberg, of the Starhill 

Forest Arboretum in Petersburg, Illinois was able to secure 

a graft from that sole survivor, and the Forrest Keeling 

Nursery in Elsberry Missouri grew 102 saplings. 

 

Former Effingham County State's Attorney Glen Bower purchased the tree and got 

permission from the County Board to plant it. The Board picked the spot, which is easily 

visible from the Museum.  Heartland Nursery did the planting.       

               
 

 

 

 

 

John "Appleseed" Chapman 
1774 - 1845 

Pioneer nurseryman 

Illinois Bicentennial  
Johnny Appleseed tree 
About 3 1/2 years later 

 



 HISTORY MATTERS!                                         Volume 8 Issue 2                    2nd quarter (Apr-June)  2021                                 Page 10 

                      

Scope of ECM's Collection and Donations 
Here's what the policies say: 

 

     "The primary rationale for accepting a donation is the potential of the donated object to 

further ECM's educational mission.  The ECM collection plan is built around major threads 

traceable across the county's history: 

 

 *Five core human institutions: family, religion, education, economics, government 

 *Townships, towns, villages 

 *Transportation 

 *Occupations/professions 

 *Military service 

 *Contextual connections to regional, state, national and/or international events." 

 

So, what does this all mean? 
 

1. The mission of the museum is to collect artifacts about the county and to use them to 

 educate about our history.  If there is no connection to the county, the object 

 doesn't help to fulfill our mission. 

2. We can't accept everything offered. 

3. Objects we can accept generally fit into one of the categories listed above.  Here are 

  just a few examples, if of local origin: 

 *Uniforms and materials from the Civil & World Wars and later-MILITARY SERVICE 

 *Plat maps & other local records-TOWNSHIPS, TOWNS, VILLAGES 

 *Books and photos from area schools-EDUCATION 

 *Advertising signs and customer appreciation gifts-ECONOMIC 

 *Church histories and photographs-RELIGION 

 *Nursing and medical equipment-PROFESSIONS 

 *Farm and craftsmen tools-OCCUPATIONS 

 *Dishes, quilts, toys, clothing, accessories from earlier days-FAMILY 

4. Objects we usually can't accept include these kinds of things: 

  *Modern era generic pots, pans, utensils, home appliances, business supplies 

  *Paperback books; Readers Digest Condensed Books 

  *Encyclopedia sets; "coffee table books"; current newspapers & periodicals 

  *Modern era phonograph records, CDs, DVDs 

5. In addition, we look at these factors before accepting donations: 

 *Do we already have multiple same or very similar objects? 

 *Is it too big, too heavy, or too fragile for us to move and store? 

 *Is it dirty, smelly, damaged or otherwise falling apart? 

 *Does it have "provenance" to show it is authentic? (as opposed to a copy) 

 *Did it originate after the county was created (1831)? 
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Celebrating Our 4th 

STEPS Certificate! 

 
      In March of 2021, museum volunteers Jane Ries and Linda Ruholl completed an 8-week online 

Collection Management course sponsored by the AASLH. An outcome of that class was the revised 

Collections Management Policy set noted on page 3. This revision positioned the Effingham County 

Museum to meet all of the 92 Performance Indicators for the Bronze (Basic) Stewardship of 

Collections Certificate. The Stewardship of Collections certificate was issued in April of 2021. 

 

    According to the AASLH 2020 Annual Report, only 39 of the hundreds of museums in the United 

States earned STEPS certificates in 2020. ECM is one of that 39.   

 

     In the state of Illinois, there are 54 museums in the STEPS program.  In 2020, only two of them 

earned STEPS certificates.  ECM is one of those two.  With the new Collections certificate, we have 

a good start on 2021.  
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Join us in watching the latest from WEIU! 
 

     Several Museum Association members are part of this new film. REX BORRIES talks about the Knights of 

Columbus, MARILYN HEUERMAN shares information about the Teutopolis Monastery Museum, LINDA 

RUHOLL explains how Sister Ethelbert transformed Teutopolis education; RITA THOELE (member Tom 

Thoele's wife) remembers other Notre Dame nuns. 

     Viewing will be possible on June 17 at 7:00 PM CDT on WEIU-TV, weiu.net, Facebook and YouTube 

 


